Bt -—Eammi EREETaH

BE& - alBfAnBRE

Michael Liick

School of Hospitality & Tourism
New Zealand Tourism Research Institute
AUT University
Auckland, New Zealand

A7 1989 Fam i ERAHERGRETHE  h— A ¥CHBNART - L&
FERREEZLRE > SHMOGRERL IO EETHMLER - L+ H 23
X ERLALERTER (Flo o KEK) Z— SRl ¥ 8K EFLeize
Bt (fldo > BAEHARA - BEARE) AW BE - RERFDReEEH LT
Gy A RB AR K  AAAMMR - e Ba®EEFRLBREEE
(1978)Fv g ¥ " FLIA/R MM $(1992) » HE &3 B AT FR BRI - H RS
Hh—LAROEMR A LAREIAAXEABREREMERLEFTE LY
BB RERMABEZORLRBALTRAFHETRATRIAGERRIFFTH
R e

Dolphin and Whale Watching: A New Zealand
Perspective

Michael Liick

School of Hospitality & Tourism
New Zealand Tourism Research Institute
AUT University
Auckland, New Zealand

Since the emergence of commercial whale and dolphin watching in New Zealand
in 1989, this industry has been growing significantly. Commercial operations,
focusing on a variety of species on both of New Zealand’s main islands, have been
established since. Some of these companies have the viewing of cetaceans as their
main focus (i.e., whale and dolphin watch operators), and others have viewing of
dolphins as an added value to their core product (e.g., sea kayak tours, harbour cruises,
etc.). This presentation reviews the nature and growth of commercial whale and
dolphin watching in New Zealand, and its related challenges. The New Zealand
Marine Mammals Protection Act (1978) and the Marine Mammal Protection
Regulations (1992) will be introduced, along with an overview of the current status of
Marine Protected Areas. Using specific examples, the presentation will highlight some
of the challenges of managing this rapidly increasing industry. Finally, interpretation
and education as a tool to raise awareness and conservation will be examined, with a
particular focus on a tourist’s perspective.
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