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New Zealand’s first marine reserve (Cape Rodney — Okakari Point Marine
Reserve) was established in 1975 and was one of the world’s first no-take marine
reserves. There are now over 30 marine reserves established in New Zealand waters.
However, this seemingly impressive number of marine reserves covers only 0.3% of
New Zealand’s total marine environment (in contrast to about 30% of New Zealand’s
land). The New Zealand government recently announced that they aim to have at least
10% of New Zealand’s marine environment under some form of protection by 2010.
This presentation also briefly illustrates successes and challenges with marine
sanctuaries in New Zealand, using three case studies from Doubtful Sound, Bank
Peninsula (both South island) and Northland (North island).
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